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Parish Theme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Faith Formation Mission Statement 
“To love and serve God, through, with and for others in an 

environment that is faith-centered and prayerfully dedicated 
to leading children to Jesus.” 

 

Program Design:  Meg Eib, Faith Formation Director 
                              

 

“Praying Our Experience” 
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Holy Name Parish 
Office of Faith Formation 

630 Harmon Street 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

248.642.4130 
 

 

Monday & Wednesday ............... 9:30 am—4:30 pm 
Tuesday & Thursday ................... 8:30 am—4:30 pm 
Friday .......................................... By appointment only 
 
*While Faith Formation Classes are in session 
*Sunday ...................................... 9:30am—noon 
*Monday .................................... 9:30am—9 pm 
 
Faith Formation Office ............... 248.642.4130 
School Office............................... 248.644.2722 
Parish Office ............................... 248.646.2244 

Rev. Msgr. John Zenz ........ Pastor 

Meg Eib ............................. Director of Faith Formation 
 meib@hnchurch.org 

Diane Satullo ..................... Secretary to the Director of  
 Faith Formation  
 dsatullo@hnchurch.org 

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION HOURS 

PARISH EDUCATION AND FAITH FORMATION STAFF 
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Holy Name Parish, in keeping with the directives of our Bishops, 
and under the guidelines of the Archdiocese of Detroit, offers 
formal and informal opportunities for young Catholics to nurture 
a personal relationship with God through educational programs, 
liturgical experiences, and service opportunities.   
 
Catholic education is an expression of the mission entrusted by 
Jesus to the Church He founded.  Through education, the Church 
seeks to prepare its members to proclaim the Good News and to 
translate this proclamation into action.  Since the Christian 
vocation is a call to transform oneself and society with God’s 
help, the educational efforts of the Church must encompass the 
twin purposes of personal sanctification and social reform in the 
light of Christian values. 
 

 
 

Sunday 4-year old, Kindergarten ....... 10:00 am - 11:00 am 
 Grade 1.................................. 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

 
Monday Grades 2—5 .......................... 4:45 pm - 6:00 pm 
 Grades 6—8 .......................... 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
 
The Faith Formation Program operates with the same 
objectives, goals, content and texts for the afternoon school 
program as does  the parochial school.  Those who desire 
specific information with regard to enrollment in the parochial 
school should contact the school office at 248.644.2722.   

PHILOSOPHY OF FAITH FORMATION 

HOLY NAME FAITH FORMATION  
CLASS SCHEDULE 
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SUNDAY PROGRAM 

4-Year Old, Kindergarten and First Grade 
10:00 - 11:00 am 

 October  9, 16, 23 January 8, 22 

 November  6, 13, 20 February  5, 12 

 December 4, 11 March  5, 12, 19 

   April  9, 30 (Last Day) 

HOLY NAME PARISH 

FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR YEAR 2016 - 2017 

MONDAY PROGRAM 

Grades 2 - 5 .......  4:45 - 6:00 pm 
Grades 6 - 8 .......  7:00 - 8:30 pm 

 October 3, 10, 17, 24 January 9, 23, 30 

 November 14, 21, 28 February 6, 13, 27 

 December 5, 12, 19 March 6, 13, 20, 27 

   April 10, 24 (Last Day) 
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REGISTRATION 
Registration forms were emailed on May 15, 2016, to all families 
previously registered in the HN Faith Formation Program. 
 
The Office of Faith Formation also accepts Walk-In Registration 
throughout the summer during business hours. 

Please note:  The Office of Faith Formation will be closed June 16
-July 5.  You may register for Faith Formation Classes in the Par-
ish Office during business hours Monday—Friday. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: 
Preparation for the sacraments of First Penance, First Eucharist 
and Confirmation is a two year process.  Children must have 
completed Grade 1 before entering Grade 2, and Grade 7 before 
entering Grade 8. 

REGISTRATION ENDS:  SEPTEMBER 9, 2016 

In order to attend the first day of class, your child must be regis-
tered and have a baptismal certificate on file in the Office of Faith 
Formation. 

TUITION RATES AND SACRAMENTAL MATERIAL FEES: 
 

Parishioner $165 One Child 
 $330 Two Children 
 $495 Three or More Children 

Non-Parishioner $215 per Child 

First Communion $50 per Child 
Confirmation $50 per Child 
Grade 6 Bible $30 per Child 



7 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Holy Name Faith Formation Program for young children through 
Grade 8 requires attendance at all classes to ensure maximum 
and meaningful participation and an understanding of the 
religious principles contained in the curriculum.  Please notify 
the Faith Formation Office of a student’s absence by phone the 
day of the class.  Late arrivals or early dismissals are discouraged 
as this interferes with the learning experience.  For security 
reasons, early dismissal is prohibited unless a child is 
accompanied from the classroom by a parent and a signed and 
dated note of explanation is submitted to the catechist and the 
Faith Formation Director. 

 

DISCIPLINARY POLICY 
 

Holy Name Faith Formation students are expected and required 
to maintain Christian attitudes and behavior.  Rude and/or 
disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and parents will be 
contacted if necessary.  If a child has special needs which require 
medication for impulse control, please notify the Director. 

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

Parents may be contacted to assist throughout the year as 
volunteers.  Parents are expected to help their children at home 
by reviewing content material covered in group sessions, by 
offering prayer experiences within a family setting, and by 
participating in Church community liturgical experiences and 
celebrations.  Parents of students in Sacramental programs will 
be required to attend specific meetings relative to each 
sacrament. 
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EMERGENCY CLOSING POLICY 
If, due to inclement weather, the Birmingham Schools are closed, 
then Holy Name Faith Formation classes will be cancelled.  If 
Holy Name School is closed because of a maintenance emergency, 
Faith Formation students will be notified by their respective 
catechists.   

Please note:  If inclement weather begins during the day and it 
becomes advisable to cancel faith formation classes, a notice to 
that effect will be announced on the following AM Radio channels:  
WJR - 760 and WWJ - 950 
 

ENTERING AND EXITING HOLY NAME SCHOOL 
 

Sunday         4-year old, Kindergarten, Grade 1 
Enter and exit through the doors adjacent to the Gathering space 
in the Church area. 
 
Monday Grades 2 - 5 
Enter at church doors off the parking lot.  Parents/Guardians must 
walk their child(ren) into the school building and wait in the 
designated holding area until their Catechist comes for the class.  
 

At dismissal, parents are to go to the classroom to pick up their 
child(ren).  
 

Note:  You MUST park in the church parking lot.   
DO NOT park on Greenwood. 

 
Monday Grades 6 - 8 
ENTER and EXIT at church doors off of church parking lot.  Drivers 
are to follow the parking/traffic patterns on page 15 of this 
handbook. 

IF BIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED,  
THERE WILL BE NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

Note: All doors of the school, including the  
Harmon Street doors, are  LOCKED for security purposes 
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SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

Holy Name Parish provides opportunities for children to prepare 
for and receive the Sacraments of Holy Eucharist, Reconciliation 
and Confirmation within the Catholic community of prayer and 
worship.  Ordinarily, second graders are prepared to celebrate 
Eucharist and Reconciliation; older youth are prepared to 
celebrate Confirmation (Grade 8).  Students attending Sacred 
Heart Academy or U of D Academy must contact the Faith 
Formation Office to register for sacrament preparation. 
 
 

SACRAMENT POLICY 
 

Preparation for the sacraments of First Penance, First Eucharist 
and Confirmation is a two year process.  Children must have 
completed Grade 1 before entering Grade 2, and Grade 7 before 
entering Grade 8.   
 
Students are to attend all formal sessions, complete their text, 
attend all special liturgical / retreat experiences, and be able to 
verbalize an understanding of the sacrament. 
 
 If attendance in Grade 1 or Grade 7 has not been consistent, we 
reserve the right to evaluate a student’s readiness to intensely 
prepare for the Sacrament of First Penance, First Eucharist and  
or Confirmation by scheduling an interview with the pastor. 
 
Parents of children in sacrament programs are to attend specific 
meetings for adult enrichment.  Notification of meetings will be 
emailed to these families and published in The Spotlight, the 
Holy Name Church Paper. 
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SACRAMENT PREPARATION 
 

BAPTISM 
Parents desiring baptism for their child(ren) should contact the 
Parish Office for arrangements at 248.646.2244. 
 

PENANCE/RECONCILIATION 
Sacramental preparation and celebration of the Sacrament of  
Penance occurs in Grade 2.  Preparation includes achievement of 
several goals and initiatives.  We strive to teach the children that 
they are called into a special relationship with God and that they 
are called to keep His law - the Law of Love - and that they must 
understand that the choices they make may either strengthen or 
harm their relationship with God.  When we turn from God, we 
sin.  Thus, we are called by God to renew our friendship with Him 
in a special way - through the reception of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation - in order to understand how our actions hurt and / 
or help ourselves, others and our relationship with God.  The 
children learn how to recognize the special gifts God has given 
them and how these gifts are used to bring good to others. 
 

Prayer Focus includes the Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary 
and the Prayer of Sorrow. 
 

EUCHARIST 
Introduction and celebration of the Eucharist for children in Grade 
2 includes an understanding of the sacrament as memorial, 
sacrificial and specialness of meal.  Children will be taught to 
understand the presence of Jesus with us, the meaning of liturgy 
and the call to imitate Jesus. 
 
First Eucharist is celebrated with families in a group setting. 
 
Prayer Focus includes the Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, 
Mass responses and informal prayer. 
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CONFIRMATION 
 

Sacramental preparation for Confirmation takes place for 
students in Grade 8 or above.  Students are engaged in a 
preparation process designed to help them understand the 
meaning of commitment within the Catholic Church and the 
commitment made at Baptism now lived out through 
Confirmation.  They are taught to see that the relationship with 
God is active and ongoing and to understand that the Sacrament 
of Confirmation is an initiation, not a completion.  They are 
encouraged to develop an openness to the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
The Confirmation program builds on the premise that teens 
bring a spirit of zeal, energy and idealism to the study of their 
faith.  Through prayer, service and catechesis, the sacrament of 
Confirmation strengthens the grace of Baptism while bringing to 
the candidate a desire to know Jesus and to follow Him.  They 
also develop an understanding of the Holy Spirit and how the 
Spirit works in their lives. 
 
Prayer focus includes all the prayers of the previous years of 
faith formation, community prayer and the Apostle’s Creed. 
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
 

 
YOUNG CHILD - 4 year-old and Kindergarten 
The young child will become acquainted with Bible stories from 
both the Old and the New Testament.  Catechesis, art activity and 
music will comprise each class session. 
 

The curriculum is thematic in nature, with Scripture and prayer as 
the basis for catechesis.  Lessons are enhanced with art and music. 
 

GRADE 1 
The children are taught that God made each person special.  They 
learn that Jesus is our friend and brother and that He is human.  
They also learn that the Holy Spirit is our source of strength, peace 
and joy. 
 

First grade children begin to learn that they belong to the Church 
community of Jesus’ followers and participate in the Church 
through the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist. 
 

Within this framework, the children participate in stories from the 
Old and the New Testament.  They learn the Our Father, the Hail 
Mary and the Glory Be. 
 

Text used is Blest Are We (RCL / Benziger) 
 
GRADE 2 
Emphasis shifts to a study of the sacraments as the children review 
Baptism and prepare for the reception of Reconciliation and 
Eucharist. 
 

Understanding of the Trinity grows as they see God presented as a 
loving father who forgives them, Jesus as one who gives the gift of 
Himself, and the Holy Spirit who calls us to serve others. 
 

The study of morality continues as the children learn the notion of 
sin and its effects.  Gospel stories help to show the children their 
responsibility to care for others as Jesus did. 
 

Text used is Reconciliation: Pardon and Peace, and Eucharist: We 
Give Thanks and Praise.  



13 

 

Grade 3 
An overview of the Catholic Church is the focus of study.  The 
students learn about the traditional marks of the Church and 
some of the beliefs held by Catholics.  This is accomplished 
through a study of the Apostles’ Creed.  All seven sacraments are 
examined. 
 

Morality at this grade level includes studying the Ten 
Commandments, Jesus’ law of love, and the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy as guides to live by. 
 

Text used is Blest Are We (RCL / Benziger) 
 
Grade 4 
The students focus on a study of Morality.  This is accomplished 
through an extension of the materials learned in third grade plus 
a study of the Beatitudes. 
 

Moral values are fostered by studying the lives of people who 
have exemplified those values.  The students see God as merciful 
and ready to forgive.  They see Jesus as the example of Christian 
life and love.  They look at the Holy Spirit as our helper and guide 
in times of temptation. 
 

Text used is Blest Are We (RCL / Benziger) 
 
Grade 5 
The seven sacraments are examined in depth.  The persons of 
the Trinity are presented as they relate to the sacraments.  The 
children learn that God gave us the ultimate sacrament in Jesus - 
the visible sign of His love. 
 

The Church is also seen as a sacrament - a sign to the world of 
the love God has for his people. 
 

Understanding of morality is strengthened as the children learn 
what it means to live as faithful followers of Jesus. 
 

Text used is Blest Are We (RCL / Benziger) 
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Grade 6 
The students will awaken to the understanding that the Bible is 
the Word of God and that through His Word He teaches and 
guides us.  The literature of the Bible examines the mysteries of 
life, of suffering, injustice, evil and death and brings us finally to 
fulfillment in the Lord. 
 

Text used is Blest Are We (RCL / Benziger) and Breakthrough 
Bible  
 
Grade 7 
Students will explore the New Testament.  They will spend the 
year examining the scriptures, learning about Jesus in light of 
practicing Christian values.  They will become acquainted with an 
historical and factual understanding of the personality, the 
mission and the mystery of Jesus thereby developing a more 
personal and practical friendship with Jesus in their daily lives. 
 

Text used is Blest Are We (RCL / Benziger) 
 
Grade 8 
Students actively prepare to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation with a review of the curriculum from previous 
years.  They study the sacraments of initiation, explore the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, and reach an understanding of 
the role the Holy Spirit plays in their lives.  Candidates are to 
attend all sessions of catechesis, participate in Christian service 
activities and attend a retreat. 
 

Text used is Life In Christ Jesus (RCL / Benziger) and 
Confirmation: Filled with the Holy Spirit, they proclaim the Lord 
Jesus (RCL / Benziger) 
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STUDENT 
WAITING AREA FOR GRADES 6—8  

CAR PICK -
UP AREA 

For parents who 

wish to park and 

come inside to wait 

in the Church 

Gathering Space 

for their children 

grades 6—8 

GRADES 6—8 — Traffic Flow Map 



Rev. Msgr. John Zenz, Pastor 
Phone: 248.646.2244 

Holy Name Catholic Church 
Office of Faith Formation 

Meg Eib, Director 
630 Harmon Street 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
248.642.4130 | meib@hnchurch.org 


